Long-term care residents with cancer and their health care providers reflect on hope.
This study examined hope in long-term care residents with cancer from the perspectives of both residents and health care providers (HCPs). Clinical data established that the prevalence of a cancer diagnosis in the study facility (15%) was similar to other estimates in the literature. Eight experienced HCPs were interviewed. Ten residents with a cancer diagnosis were interviewed, and they completed the Herth Hope Index (HHI). Dimensions of hope and contextual factors that shape hope emerged as themes for both HCPs and residents, but reflected their different perspectives. HCPs identified hope as integral to care. HHI scores were high, indicating residents were generally hopeful. The study findings suggest that for the small but complex subgroup of long-term care (LTC) residents who have a diagnosis of cancer, hope is not lost, but rather it is relevant, nuanced, and possible to attain.